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looked positively tawdry in their Chinese setting. I don't know why it is that European potentates always show such a preference for blue Sevres when selecting a present for an Eastern ruler. Large vases, candelabra, and clocks of Sevres china and groups of nude " biscuit" figures appear prominently in all of them.
In the Empress's collection there were clocks of every description, and she told me with pride that she had one hundred-and-sixty of them. They were all going, I noticed, but they all marked a different hour. What mattered time to a daughter of heaven !
Arrived at length in the banqueting-hall, we were met by the most curious sight of all, for down the middle of this beautiful apartment, with its painted columns and dragon-ornamented gallery, stood a long, narrow table and a row of ordinary hardwood dining-chairs, evidently " made in Germany." A white doth was spread, but it had been covered with shiny American cloth, black, with a pattern of coloured flowers. The chairs, which had evidently been specially procured for our comfort, looked terribly out of place in their present surroundings, as did the American-cloth table cover ! The centre of the table was laden with countless tall dishes of Chinese dainties, and before each place were set knife, spoon and fork of inferior metal, besides also a set of blackwood silver-mounted chopsticks. To each of us also was given a napkin (evidently hailing from Manchester) of coarse cotton, mauve in colour and adorned with squares. Neither more nor less than a duster ! The fare was Chinese, but the liquor consisted of tepid beer poured into wineglasses, or champagne in liqueur glasses for those who preferred it. Later in the day we were given the napkins, chopsticks, and the dishes92                    'INDISCRETIONS'
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